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Adopted (1st. ed. - Date of Publishing: 06.10.13)
Copyright (c) 2013 by Chris and Ryan Wilkins

Copyright Protection: This play (“Play”) is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of 
America and all countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through bilateral 
or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, all countries covered by the Pan-American 
Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention, and the Berne Convention.

Rights Reserved: All rights to this play are strictly reserved, including professional and amateur stage performance 
right. Also reserved are: motion pictures, recitation, lecturing, public reading, radio broadcasting, television, video, 
and the rights of translation into non-English languages; rights to all other forms of mechanical or electronic 
reproduction now known or yet to be invented, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, photocopying, and information 
storage and retrieval systems.

Performance Rights and Royalty Payments: All amateur and stock performance rights to this Play are controlled 
exclusively by 3P Speech, LLC (“3P Speech”). No amateur or stock production groups or individuals may perform 
this Play without obtaining advance written permission from 3P Speech. Questions concerning other rights should be 
addressed to 3P Speech. If necessary, we will contact the author or the author’s agent. Required royalty fees for 
performing this Play are specified online at the 3P Speech website (http://www.3pspeech.com). Such royalty fees 
may be subject to change without notice. Although this book may have been obtained for a particular licensed 
performance, such performance rights, if any, are not transferable. Professional and stock fees will be set upon 
application in accordance with producing circumstances. All licensing requests and inquiries concerning amateur 
and stock performance rights should be addressed to 3P Speech (see contact information on adjacent page)

Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit and whether or not 
admission is charged. Only forensics competitions are exempt from this fee. 

Author Credit: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this Play must give the author(s) credit in 
any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of this Play. The author’s billing must appear 
directly below the title on a separate line where no other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be 
at least 50% as large as the title of the play. No person, firm, or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit 
than that which is given to the author(s). The name of the author may not be abbreviated or otherwise altered from 
the form in which it appears in this Play.

Attribution of Publisher: All advertisement, programs, flyers, and any other printed material published or 
distributed in connection with the amateur or stock production of the Play shall include the following notice:

Produced by special arrangement with 3P Speech, LLC
(http://www.3pspeech.com)

Trade Marks, Public Figures, & Musical Works: This play may include references to brand names or public 
figures. All references are intended only as parody or other legal means of expression. This play may contain 
suggestions for the performance of a musical work (either in part or in whole). 3P Speech, LLC have not obtained 
performing rights of these works. The direction of such works is only a playwright’s suggestion, and the play 
producer should obtain such permissions of his or her own. The website for the U.S. copyright office is http://
www.copyright.gov.

Prohibition of Unauthorized Copying: Any unauthorized copying of this book or excerpts from this book is 
strictly forbidden by law. Except as otherwise permitted by applicable law, no part of this book may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including, 
without limitation, photocopying or scanning, without prior permission from 3P Speech LLC.  
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THE BOTTOM LINE: If you break copyright law, you are robbing a playwright and opening 
yourself to expensive legal action. 3P Speech and the author are entitled to institute legal action 
for any such infringement, which can subject the infringer to actual damages, statutory damages, 
and attorneys’ fees. A court may impose statutory damages up to $150,000 for willful copyright 
infringements. U.S. copyright law also provides for possible criminal sanctions. Follow the rules, 
and when in doubt, ask us.
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To Perform This Play:

1. Royalty fees must be paid to 3P Speech LLC before permission is granted to use the 
playwright’s work.

2. Royalty of the required amount must be paid each time the play is performed, whether the 
play is presented for charity or profit and whether or not admission is charged.

3. When performing one-acts or full-length plays, enough playbooks must be purchased for 
cast and crew.

4. Copying or duplication of any or part of this script is strictly forbidden.

5. Any changes to the script is not allowed without direct authorization by 3P Speech, LLC.

6. Credit to the author and publisher is required on all promotional items associated with this 
play’s performance(s).

7. Do not break copyright laws with any of our plays. This is a very serious matter and the 
consequences can be quite expensive.

8. If you have any questions concerning performance rules, contact us by the various ways 
listed below: 

! Phone: (407) 619-6435
! Email: info@3pspeech.com
! Mailing Address: 
! ! 3P Speech, LLC
! ! 970 Via Lugano
! ! Winter Park, FL 32789
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AUTHORS’ NOTE

You may change any of the language you feel is too inappropriate.

BLAIRE and LAURA love each other in the way that sisters do.

MISS MACKENZIE does have the best intentions of the children at the 
orphanage at heart—even if the children think otherwise. 

The lines read during the letters between BLAIRE and LAURA may be 
divided up between either characters depending on who you want to read 
what part of the letters. 

Have fun!
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CHARACTERS

LAURA. Turning sixteen.

BLAIRE. Turning sixteen.

MISS MACKENZIE.

SETTING
The play takes place in St. Jerome’s Orphanage.

TIME
The play is set in the mid-twentieth century..
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ADOPTED

SCENE ONE

(Lights are down. On stage we hear a scuffle! LAURA is at the center of 
a small gang of girls picking on her. Pulling her hair.)

LAURA: Stop it! You’re hurting me! Let go!

(BLAIRE enters, seeing the fight, tries to break it up.)

BLAIRE: Hey! Why don’t you go pick on someone your own size!

(Lights up.)

BLAIRE: (Yelling directed off-stage) That’s what I thought! (To LAURA) 
Are you all right?
LAURA: No, I’m terrible.
BLAIRE: What happened?
LAURA: Nothing—I didn’t do anything and they just started—
BLAIRE: Calling you names?
LAURA: (Scoff) Worse, they pulled my hair and—
BLAIRE: Hit you. Scratched you and pulled your hair, yeah, Stacey 
does that to all the new girls who show up here.
LAURA: What? Why?
BLAIRE: You must be new here.
LAURA: Why would somebody attack another person?
BLAIRE: To scare them. It let’s them know not to mess with her—I 
dunno—it’s Stacey. She’s not a nice person.
LAURA: You’re telling me.
BLAIRE: Stacey had a (searching) rough past. And she gets jealous of a 
lot of the girls here.
LAURA: Why?
BLAIRE: Because she knows she’s not going to get adopted. She wants 
other people to feel as crummy here as she does.
LAURA: Well she’s not going to get away with this. (starts to exit)

Chris and Ryan Wilkins
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BLAIRE: What are you doing?
LAURA: I’m going to tell Miss Mackenzie what happened.
BLAIRE: I wouldn’t.
LAURA: (Pause) Why not?
BLAIRE: Because Stacey and her friends will just lie and say they 
didn’t do anything. 
LAURA: I think Miss MacKenzie will believe me when she sees how 
scuffed up I am.
BLAIRE: Maybe. But telling on Stacey will only make her mad. And 
you don’t want her mad the next time she sicks her gang on you. 
LAURA: Well, if you come with me and tell she’ll get in trouble for 
certain. Then she’ll have to stop. 
BLAIRE: You really are new here, aren’t you?
LAURA: (Pause) Is it that obvious?
BLAIRE: I have been in and out of orphanages since I was ten, believe 
me, you don’t want to tell on anyone. The last thing you want to do is 
make enemies.
LAURA: So I’m just supposed to sit here and get attacked?
BLAIRE: I never said that. You have to show them you’re tough.
LAURA: How do I do that?
BLAIRE: It’s not gonna be easy. Especially for you.
LAURA: You could teach me right?
BLAIRE: I don’t know.
LAURA: Why not?
BLAIRE: I dunno. (Hesitant) I’ve never taught someone to be tough 
before. 
LAURA: I’ll take any help you can give me.
BLAIRE: No—I really shouldn’t.
LAURA: Come on, you gotta help me.
BLAIRE: Stacey has been known to do some pretty extreme things to 
people who try to—
LAURA: Please. (Beat) I’ve never been in an orphanage before and—
BLAIRE: Hey! Everybody feels that way. Especially when they first get 
here.
LAURA: Did people pick on you?
BLAIRE: They used to. All the time.
LAURA: So you know what it’s like? 
BLAIRE: Yeah.
LAURA: Don’t you wish you had someone to help you out when you 
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first came here?
BLAIRE: I mean, yeah.
LAURA: Please? I need your help.
BLAIRE: (Pause) Alright—
LAURA: Yes!
BLAIRE: —I guess I can show you a thing or two.
LAURA: Thank you so much.
BLAIRE: But if Stacey and her friends come after me, we don’t know 
each other.
LAURA: Sure. Of course.
BLAIRE: Okay. Here’s the first thing you need to know: how to throw a 
punch. (Holds up both her fists)
LAURA: Why do I need to know that?
BLAIRE: The next time Stacey’s after you—you’ll find out.. (Pause) 
Come on. Like this. (Again bringing her fists up)

(LAURA hesitantly brings up her fists as lights fade down)

SCENE TWO

(Lights up. It is three weeks later. LAURA is covering her eye, and 
BLAIRE is trying to get a look at it.)

BLAIRE: Quit squirming.
LAURA: It hurts!
BLAIRE: Let me see it.
LAURA: She actually hit me!
BLAIRE: Just let me see it!
LAURA: (Uncovering her eye, revealing a black eye) It really hurt.
BLAIRE: That’s… awesome.
LAURA: What?
BLAIRE: Seriously, that is the best black eye I’ve ever seen. What did 
you even say to make her hit you?
LAURA: She called me an orphan. So—I said “you’re in this orphanage 
because nobody wants you” just like you told me, and then she punch 
me right in the eye!
BLAIRE: Did you hit her back?
LAURA: I didn’t think she would hit me. She caught me off guard! 

Chris and Ryan Wilkins
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BLAIRE: Laura! You always need to be on guard!
LAURA: I didn’t have a chance to punch her like you showed me.
BLAIRE: Well, the good news is you’re finally acting tough. I mean, it’s 
taken a few weeks, but you’re making progress.
LAURA: Acting tough hurts.
BLAIRE: It’s worth it though. 
LAURA: Blaire, (Hesitant) Stacey said something to me right before she 
ran away…
BLAIRE: What’d she say?
LAURA: She said if I ever piss her off again, she’d kill me. (Blaire is 
speechless: beat) Do you think she meant it?
BLAIRE: (Avoiding the question) Huh?
LAURA: Do you think she’d actually—
BLAIRE: Of course not! She was just trying to scare you. Besides, 
nobody is gonna want to mess with you while you have a black eye.
LAURA: Really?
BLAIRE: You look mean.
LAURA: (Pause) It really hurt.
BLAIRE: Be happy she just punched you. Stacey has done much worse.
LAURA: Like what?

(MISS MACKENZIE enters. She is looking for LAURA.)

MISS MACKENZIE: There you are! Blaire, go back to your room. 
Laura, come with me.

(BLAIRE nods her head and walks off. LAURA follows MISS 
MACKENZIE. They both enter into MISS MACKENZIE’s office.)

LAURA: What’s the matter, Miss Mackenzie?
MISS MACKENZIE: Have a seat, Laura.
LAURA: I’m sorry I made fun of Stacey. I didn’t think she’d hit me—
MISS MACKENZIE: Please—Laura—sit. (Pause) You’ve grown up a 
bit since I’ve seen you last.
LAURA: What?
MISS MACKENZIE: Do you know why you were brought to this 
orphanage specifically?
LAURA: No.
MISS MACKENZIE: I requested you come here—I was friends with 
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your parents when you were younger. 
LAURA: You knew my parents?
MISS MACKENZIE: Briefly. They thought the world of you, and if they 
knew you were getting in fights—
LAURA: I said I was sorry.
MISS MACKENZIE: Laura, Are you enjoying your stay here, so far?
LAURA: Excuse me?
MISS MACKENZIE: Normally girls lash out and get in trouble when 
they’re having a tough time adjusting, so I asked if you like the 
orphanage?
LAURA: (Pause, lying) Yes, it’s very nice.
MISS MACKENZIE: You don’t have to lie to me, Laura, it’s much 
easier when you tell the truth.
LAURA: Really it’s quite nice…
MISS MACKENZIE: (Stern) Laura.
LAURA: Honestly Miss Mackenzie I think—
MISS MACKENZIE: Your stay here will be much nicer if you’re honest 
with me Laura. Please.
LAURA: (Hesitant) I hate it. Everybody’s mean and they keep picking 
on me.
MISS MACKENZIE: I’m sorry to hear that. If anyone calls you names, 
come tell me. I’ll take care of it. (Pause) I know going from a home into 
an orphanage is tough.
LAURA: (Interrupting) It’s a nightmare…
MISS MACKENZIE: Trust me—living in a new place always is. But in 
the mean time I’ll do my best to make your stay here bearable. I can deal 
with these bullies, and any other problems you have as long as you’re 
honest with me about them. I can’t promise it’ll be pleasant, but you 
wont hate it here. And if you behave well and look nice, you will be 
adopted before you know it.
LAURA: What if I don’t get adopted?
MISS MACKENZIE: Then you’ll have to wait until you’re eighteen. 
Which is a few years away from now, isn’t it?
LAURA: Yes, Miss Mackenzie. Two years from April.
MISS MACKENZIE: That’s not as long as I thought. Well if you don’t 
like it here, the best option for you would be to get adopted, wouldn’t it?
LAURA: Yes—I guess so.
MISS MACKENZIE: I know so, Laura. You want to get adopted. When 
you first came in here, I knew you were going to get out quickly. Your 
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parents raised you very well.
LAURA: Thank you, Miss Mac—
MISS MACKENZIE: But, if you start acting like this, I don’t know 
what will happen.
LAURA: Stacey is the one who hit me!
MISS MACKENZIE: Only after you said nobody wanted her.
LAURA: How did you know that—
MISS MACKENZIE: It’s my job to know what goes on at this 
orphanage.
LAURA: I didn’t think she’d get so mad. I didn’t mean to—
MISS MACKENZIE: I’m sure you didn’t, Laura, but the fact of the 
matter is you did start a fight.
LAURA: I didn’t want to fight!
MISS MACKENZIE: It’s more than just the fight. I’ve noticed that 
you’ve been dressing poorly. You’ve been—
LAURA: Blaire told me that if I dressed like this, people would leave 
me alone.
MISS MACKENZIE: (Beat) So you’ve been talking to Blaire.
LAURA: She’s my only friend here. She’s been helping me adjust.
MISS MACKENZIE: You shouldn’t be spending so much time with 
Blaire.
LAURA: Excuse me?
MISS MACKENZIE: Blaire is trouble, Laura.
LAURA: Why?
MISS MACKENZIE: Has Blaire told you how long she’s been here?
LAURA: No.
MISS MACKENZIE: I don’t know the exact number, but it’s been 
almost three years.
LAURA: So? Why does that matter?
MISS MACKENZIE: Laura, there are two types of girls at this 
orphanage: ones who get adopted—and ones who don’t. Blaire is one of 
the ones who wont get adopted, just like Stacey is. And you if you 
choose to listen to Blaire. But if you do as I say—if you clean up and act 
proper—you can be one of the ones who will get adopted.
LAURA: What do you mean by that?
MISS MACKENZIE: I mean if you spend more time cleaning up and 
less starting fights it will be easier for you to get adopted. (Pause) You 
may go now, Laura.
LAURA: Thank you, Miss Mackenzie.
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END OF FREE PREVIEW
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 WWW.3PPUBLISHING.COM
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GENRE: Drama (One Act)

CAST:  3 Female

SUMMARY:

	
 LAURA and BLAIRE are stuck in St. Jerome's Orphanage with only 
the other for companionship. Constantly put down by bullies, the two join 
together to try and make life as an orphan more bearable. But will Laura's 
potential to be adopted come between their friendship?
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