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One Giant Leap (2nd. ed. - Date of Publishing: 06.3.12)
Copyright (c) 2011 by Paxton Norwood Attridge

Copyright Protection: This play (“Play”) is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of 
America and all countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through bilateral 
or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, all countries covered by the Pan-American 
Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention, and the Berne Convention.

Rights Reserved: All rights to this play are strictly reserved, including professional and amateur stage performance 
right. Also reserved are: motion pictures, recitation, lecturing, public reading, radio broadcasting, television, video, 
and the rights of translation into non-English languages; rights to all other forms of mechanical or electronic 
reproduction now known or yet to be invented, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, photocopying, and information 
storage and retrieval systems.

Performance Rights and Royalty Payments: All amateur and stock performance rights to this Play are controlled 
exclusively by 3P Speech, LLC (“3P Speech”). No amateur or stock production groups or individuals may perform 
this Play without obtaining advance written permission from 3P Speech. Questions concerning other rights should be 
addressed to 3P Speech. If necessary, we will contact the author or the author’s agent. Required royalty fees for 
performing this Play are specified online at the 3P Speech website (http://www.3pspeech.com). Such royalty fees 
may be subject to change without notice. Although this book may have been obtained for a particular licensed 
performance, such performance rights, if any, are not transferable. Professional and stock fees will be set upon 
application in accordance with producing circumstances. All licensing requests and inquiries concerning amateur 
and stock performance rights should be addressed to 3P Speech (see contact information on adjacent page)

Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit and whether or not 
admission is charged. Only forensics competitions are exempt from this fee. 

Author Credit: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this Play must give the author(s) credit in 
any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of this Play. The author’s billing must appear 
directly below the title on a separate line where no other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be 
at least 50% as large as the title of the play. No person, firm, or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit 
than that which is given to the author(s). The name of the author may not be abbreviated or otherwise altered from 
the form in which it appears in this Play.

Attribution of Publisher: All advertisement, programs, flyers, and any other printed material published or 
distributed in connection with the amateur or stock production of the Play shall include the following notice:

Produced by special arrangement with 3P Speech, LLC
(http://www.3pspeech.com)

Trade Marks, Public Figures, & Musical Works: This play may include references to brand names or public 
figures. All references are intended only as parody or other legal means of expression. This play may contain 
suggestions for the performance of a musical work (either in part or in whole). 3P Speech, LLC have not obtained 
performing rights of these works. The direction of such works is only a playwright’s suggestion, and the play 
producer should obtain such permissions of his or her own. The website for the U.S. copyright office is http://
www.copyright.gov.

Prohibition of Unauthorized Copying: Any unauthorized copying of this book or excerpts from this book is 
strictly forbidden by law. Except as otherwise permitted by applicable law, no part of this book may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including, 
without limitation, photocopying or scanning, without prior permission from 3P Speech LLC.  
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THE BOTTOM LINE: If you break copyright law, you are robbing a playwright and opening 
yourself to expensive legal action. 3P Speech and the author are entitled to institute legal action 
for any such infringement, which can subject the infringer to actual damages, statutory damages, 
and attorneys’ fees. A court may impose statutory damages up to $150,000 for willful copyright 
infringements. U.S. copyright law also provides for possible criminal sanctions. Follow the rules, 
and when in doubt, ask us.
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To Perform This Play:

1. Royalty fees must be paid to 3P Speech LLC before permission is granted to use the 
playwright’s work.

2. Royalty of the required amount must be paid each time the play is performed, whether the 
play is presented for charity or profit and whether or not admission is charged.

3. When performing one-acts or full-length plays, enough playbooks must be purchased for 
cast and crew.

4. Copying or duplication of any or part of this script is strictly forbidden.

5. Any changes to the script is not allowed without direct authorization by 3P Speech, LLC.

6. Credit to the author and publisher is required on all promotional items associated with this 
play’s performance(s).

7. Do not break copyright laws with any of our plays. This is a very serious matter and the 
consequences can be quite expensive.

8. If you have any questions concerning performance rules, contact us by the various ways 
listed below: 

! Phone: (407) 619-6435
! Email: info@3pspeech.com
! Mailing Address: 
! ! 3P Speech, LLC
! ! 970 Via Lugano
! ! Winter Park, FL 32789
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AUTHOR’S NOTE
Many of the lines in the children’s performance are of poor or awkward quality, so 
as to emphasize Principal Rambo’s terrible writing skills and the performing 
students’  weak acting. These lines may be cut, modified, or otherwise ignored, but 
have the potential to add to Rambo’s play’s aura of failure.

In addition, Sophie should not be presented as a ditzy or stereotypically stupid 
character but rather one who is easily overwhelmed by the situations in which she 
finds herself (the pressure of having to answer a question at school, the play, etc).
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CHARACTERS
MRS. APPLEBEE: A Third Grade teacher who wants to keep her job and hates 
questions

PRINCIPAL RAMBO: A bloodthirsty administrator who tries his hand at writing

MELVIN: A shy, intelligent kid who wants to win Lizzy's approval

LIZZY: A sarcastic third grade girl who takes an interest in Melvin

MICHAEL: Class clown and rabble rouser with his compatriot/sidekick, Scott

SCOTT: Oppressed brother-at-arms troublemaker with Michael

SOPHIE: A very shy and easily confused girl

SOPHIE’S PARENTS (MOTHER AND FATHER): Lack high expectations for 
their daughter

SETTING
An average elementary school classroom and auditorium

TIME
Modern day
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ONE GIANT LEAP

SCENE ONE

(MRS. APPLEBEE teaches her class, back turned to them as she instructs while 
writing on a blackboard at the front of the classroom.)

MRS. APPLEBEE: (Writing on blackboard as she speaks) Now, children, you add 
the two... and carry the one... and that's how you spell rainstorm!
PRINCIPAL RAMBO: (Entering) Mrs. Applebee, may I have a word with you?
MRS. APPLEBEE: Oh, certainly, Principal Rambo! (APPLEBEE stands in place 
expectantly)
PRINCIPAL RAMBO: ...in private?
MRS. APPLEBEE: Oh yes, sorry. Children, go play outside.
LIZZY: (Chewing gum) Score. C'mon, Melvin.
MELVIN: But- but Lizzy, it's not recess yet! Mrs. Applebee? What about 
LEARNING?
MRS. APPLEBEE: Melvin, learning's not important. (She turns to PRINCIPAL 
RAMBO) Now with what may I help you with?
PRINCIPAL RAMBO: Mrs. Applebee, it came to my attention that your 3rd Grade 
Class was still in need of a class play, so I took the liberty of writing one. (Pulls 
out packet of papers)
MRS. APPLEBEE: Um, sir, are you sure that that's a good idea after last year's 
play?
PRINCIPAL RAMBO: What do you mean? Last year's production of The 
Terminator brought down the house!
MRS. APPLEBEE: Yes Mr. Rambo, technically it did. The “fake” firearms you 
provided as props literally collapsed the roof of the auditorium. We're lucky only 
one person was injured!
PRINCIPAL RAMBO: Lucky? That was the night's biggest disappointment! Well, 
anyway, THIS play (Holding it in offering to MRS. APPLEBEE) is a guaranteed 
success. 

SCENE TWO

(Twenty minutes or so have passed; the children have just returned to the 
classroom.)

MRS. APPLEBEE: I hope you enjoyed your recess, class! It's your last one for the 
day! Let's see... Michael? Scott?
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MICHAEL: Here!
SCOTT: Me too!
MICHAEL: Way to be original! Loser.
SCOTT: ...jerk.
MRS. APPLEBEE: Sophie?
SOPHIE: Um... here.
MRS. APPLEBEE: All right. Lizzy?
LIZZY: (Chewing gum) Yeah.
MRS. APPLEBEE: And... Melvin.
MELVIN: Present.
MRS. APPLEBEE: I have eyes, Melvin. So, class, who knows anything about the 
first moon landing? (APPLEBEE notices MICHAEL’S raised hand) Yes, Michael?
MICHAEL: It happened in 2019!
SCOTT: Michael, it's not 2019 yet.
MICHAEL: Yes it is!
SCOTT: No, it's not!
MICHAEL: (More menacingly) Uh-huh!
MELVIN: (Mocking) Well, when you put it that way, I see the logic you propose.
MRS. APPLEBEE: Michael! Scott! If you don't stop talking, I'm going to have to 
send you to The Office! (APPLEBEE turns to write on board) The first men to land 
on the moon landed in 1969. Does anyone know what their names were?
SOPHIE: Um, their names, um, were Lance Aldrin and Buzz Armstrong!
MRS. APPLEBEE: Oh, so close. No, Sophie, Lance Armstrong and Buzz 
Lightyear.
MELVIN: Actually, it's Buzz Aldr-
MRS. APPLEBEE: (Interrupting MELVIN) Melvin, what did I tell you about 
correcting the teacher?
MELVIN: Only correct the teacher when she's wrong. But-
MRS. APPLEBEE: (Interrupting MELVIN again) And what did I tell you about 
telling the teacher she's wrong?
MELVIN: Don't do it.
MRS. APPLEBEE: That's right. Now, class, (Noticing) Lizzy, are you chewing 
gum?
LIZZY: (Swallows gum, chokes) No (Coughing), of course not. Why would you 
(Coughing repeatedly) say that?
MRS. APPLEBEE: I'm sorry, it just looked like it from over here. I don't think I've 
had my vision checked since I hit that 1st grader in the parking lot-
LIZZY: Please (Passing out) someone help-
MELVIN: Mrs. Applebee, Lizzy's passing out!
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MRS. APPLEBEE: No Melvin, that's just what not disrupting class looks like. 
Perhaps you should try it sometime.
MELVIN: No, Mrs. Applebee, she's REALLY PASSING OUT! 
MRS. APPLEBEE: Melvin, if you think my class is boring, that's fine, but don't 
bring other children into this!
MELVIN: For the love of - whatever. (Gets behind LIZZY, performs the Heimlich 
Maneuver)
MICHAEL: What are you doing?
MELVIN: THE – (Thrusting) HEIMLICH – MANUEVER –
MICHAEL: I don't remember learning about that one in “Our Growing Bodies” 
Class.
LIZZY: (Choking, then coughing up gum) Ugh... Melvin... You, you... you saved 
my life.
MELVIN: Oh... I-I-I didn't, uh, think about it that way.
LIZZY: Well, thank you. You know, you're pretty smart, knowing that Heinrich 
Maneuver, or whatever it was.
MRS. APPLEBEE: Children, shut up. Anyway, we are going to be performing a 
play written by Principal Rambo so that teacher doesn't lose her job-
MELVIN: Oh no.
LIZZY: Isn't he the one that starting laughing when the roof like collapsed on Mr. 
Smith?
MRS. APPLEBEE: He guaranteed that it would be a guaranteed success, which I 
assume means there will be no injuries and I won't go before the Review Board 
again! And it's going to be about the moon landing!  
SOPHIE: But, um, Mrs. Applebee, wouldn't there only be, um, two characters?
MRS. APPLEBEE: The Principal has added in some extra parts, so it looks like 
there are (Looking at script) three. So, we'll have Michael play Lance, Sophie will 
play Buzz, and Scott will play Gooblar the Friendly Martian.
SCOTT: But, like, isn't Buzz a guy? Why's Sophie playing a guy?
MICHAEL: Sophie's not a guy? (In reference to the supposed “victory” of his 
joke, MICHAEL holds up fist) Pound it.
MRS. APPLEBEE: We'll have Lizzy work the lights, and everyone else can be the 
test audience.
MELVIN: But I'm the only one left!
MRS. APPLEBEE: Oh yes, small class size. Well then, you are in charge of...  let 
me see... (APPLEBEE looks around, notices a pencil on the ground, picks it up, 
and hands it to MELVIN) This pencil. Don't lose it.
MELVIN: (Sullenly accepting the pencil) Yes ma'am.
MRS. APPLEBEE: Children, please begin learning your lines.

Paxton Norwood Attridge
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END OF FREE PREVIEW
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
One Giant Leap is Paxton Norwood Attridge's first play. Paxton attended and 
competed for four years for Tempe Preparatory Academy in Arizona, reaching the 
final round in Humorous Interpretation of the ASU Southwest Championship twice 
and placing third at the Berkeley Invitational in Impromptu Speaking his senior 
year, and he will attend the NFL National Tournament in Duo Interpretation in 
2012. During his career as a forensics participant, Mr. Attridge informally coached 
many of his fellow interpers, and would like to think that this helped contribute to 
his teammates' success. He plans on attending ASU where he will join those in the 
English program. Paxton enjoys analytical essays, cats, and long walks along 
Arizona's nonexistent beaches.



ONE GIANT LEAP
by Paxton Norwood Attridge

GENRE: Comedy (One-Act)

CAST:  5 Male, 4 Female 

SUMMARY:

	
 Class brain MELVIN only wants to be listened to and understood - 
particularly by classmate and puppy-love crush LIZZY. So when the 
bloodthirsty PRINCIPAL RAMBO instructs his teacher, MRS. 
APPLEBEE, to have her class put on a play about the first moon landing 
without him, he isn't particularly enthused. Rejected by his teacher and left 
without a role, MELVIN is forced to idly sit by as his aspirations remain 
unfulfilled and his classmates stumble through their lines. But when the 
production and its audience are threatened by a violent turn of events, 
MELVIN realizes that, no matter how badly he might fail, sometimes a 
third-grader's gotta do what a third-grader's gotta do. 
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